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Listing of Claims 

The following listing of claims will replace ail prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the subject application: 

1, (currently amended) An image forming apparatus, comprising; 

a heiid unit having a discharge nozzle for discharging an ink wherein the head unit 
discharges the ink from the discharge nozzle to print an image on a recording sheet; 

a conveyance unit confronting the head unit and conveying the sheet in a movement 
direction to a position where the sheet confronts the head unit; 

a ch;irging unit provided in the conveyance unit to supply an AC bias voltage to the 
conveyance unit; and 

a charge eliminating unit eliminating charge of a printing surface of the recording sheet, 
the charge eliminating unit being disposed at a position on a downstream side of the charging 
unit in the movement direction of die conveyance unit and on an upstream side of the head unit, 

wherein the conveyance unit comprises a conveyance belt wound ar ound at least two 
rollers, and the charge eliminating unit is disposed on a downstream side of a position where the 
recording sheet is conveyed along a curvature of e ach of said at least two rollers by the 
conveyance belt, in the movement direction of the conveyance unit . 

Claims 2-13 (canceled). 

14. (new) The image forming apparatus of claim 1, wherein the charge eliminating unit 
is disposed at a position near the head unit. 
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15. (new) The image forming apparatus of claim 14, further comprising: 
a sheet reversing unit reversing the recording sheet; and 

a sheet separating unit separating the charge eliminating unit from the recording sheet • 
when the conveyance unit is reversely rotated to convey the recording sheet after the image is 
printed on the printing surface of the recording sheet, to the sheet reversing unit. 

16. (new) An image forming apparatus, comprising: 

a head unit having a discharge nozzle for discharging an ink wherein the head unit 
discharges die ink from the discharge nozzle to prim an image on a recording sheet; 

a conveyance unit confronting the head unit and conveying the sheet in a movement 
direction to a position where the sheet confronts the head unit; 

a charging unit provided in the conveyance unit to supply an AC bias voltage to the 
conveyance unit; 

a charge eliminating unit eliminating charge of a printing surface of the recording sheet, 
the charge eliminating unit being disposed at a position on a downstream side of the charging 
unit in the movement direction of the conveyance unit and on an upstream side of the head unit; 
and 

a voltage supplying unit supplying to the charge eUminating unit a voltage of polarity 
which is opposite to a charging polarity of a conveyance belt of the conveyance unit at a position 
where the conveyance belt confronts the charge eliminating unit, 

wherein a movement distance of the conveyance unit from the charging unit to the charge 
eliminating unit is represented by a distance that is obtained by subtracting (1/2)X from an 
integral multiple of X where X denotes a charging period length from a positively charged 



PAGE 6118 1 RCVD AT 2/2012008 8:37:00 PM (Eastern Standard Time) * $VR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/26 • DNIS:2738300 • C$ID:+212 391 0631 ' DURATION (mm-ss):04-26 



Feb-20-08 09:23pm From- +212-391-0631 T-128 P. 007/018 F-373 

Shinji IMOTO et al. S.N. 10/563,698 2271/75702 
Page 6 

portion of the conveyance unit to a negatively charged portion of the conveyance unit. 

17. (new) The image forming apparatus of claim 16, further comprising a control unit 
controlling the voltage supplying unit so that no voltage is supplied to the charging unit and the 
charge eliminating unit when movement of the conveyance unit is stopped. 

18. <new) The image forming apparatus of claim 16, further comprising a control unit 
controlling toe voltage supplying unit to vary the voltage supplied to the charge eliminating unit, 
depending on a kind of the recording sheet. 

19. (new) The image forming apparatus of claim 16, wherein the charge eliminating 
unit is disposed at a position near the head unit. 

20. (new) The image forming apparatus of claim 19, further comprising: 
a sheet reversing unit reversing the recording sheet; and 

a sheet separating unit separating the charge eliminating unit from the recording sheet 
when the conveyance unit is reversely rotated to convey the recording sheet after the image is 
printed on the printing surface of die recording sheet, to the sheet reversing unit 

21. (new) The image forming apparatus of claim 16, wherein the charging unit and the 
charge eliminating unit are connected to the voltage supplying unit, and a bias voltage of same 
polarity is supplied to the charging unit and the charge eliminating unit at a time, respectively. 
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22. (new) An image forming apparatus, comprising: 

a head unit having a discharge nozzle for discharging an ink wherein the head unit 
discharges the ink from the discharge nozzle to print an image on a recording sheet; 

a conveyance unit confronting the head unit and conveying the sheet in a movement 
direction to a position where the sheet confronts the head unit; 

a charging unit provided in the conveyance unit to supply an AC bias voltage to the 
conveyance belt; 

a charge eliminating unit eliminating charge of a printing surface of the recording sheet, 
the charge eliminating unit being disposed at a position on a downstream side of the charging 
unit in the movement direction of the conveyance unit and on an upstream side of the head unit; 
and 

a heating unit heating the recording sheet, the heating unit being disposed at a position on 
an upstream side of the charge eliminating unit in the movement direction of the conveyance 
unit. 
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